
 

On a recent Sunday morning, before our worship service 
began, our sanctuary was full with the voices of 28 women 
choir members practicing a beautiful anthem arranged by 
our director. Amidst this music, someone was busy getting 
the sound/media equipment ready, another person was 
making sure there was oil for the candles to burn properly, 
and someone was already taking notes and pictures to 
share with our homebound church members. The worship 
leader was getting his final notes ready and the ushers were 
in their places at our “open doors” to greet each worshiper. 
What we didn't see, but knew was taking place, were 
Sunday School teachers preparing their special worship 
time and lessons. 

That's just some of what takes place on Sunday mornings. 
That's just some of what our church family members are 
doing for our ministry together. 

What I have been learning in these two months with you is 
how much our AHUMC family works together in ministry. 
Even in this summer time when some might assume the 
church goes on vacation, this family, this body that is 
AHUMC has been active in ministries beyond our 
“regular” ministries. 

-Some of us were ministering as a part of our week-long 
Vacation Bible School where 64 young people were 
offered an amazing Christian experience. 
-Others of us experienced the youth mission trip and Junior 
High Camp. 
-Many of our AHUMC family helped to host National 
Night Out when over 400 people came to our campus for 
fellowship, fun, and food; and young people received 
school backpacks. 
-Many of us helped with the activities of PRIDE weekend. 
Booklets were made, signs were created, and we joined 
with 11 other area United Methodist churches to march in 
San Jose's PRIDE parade. 

-Eight different gatherings of us helped to welcome the 
new pastor (me). Many thanks to our hosts! 
-A troop of us were a part of the annual yard sale that 
allowed our neighbors to purchase treasures at excellent 
prices while we received funds for our general budget. 
-A group of our United Methodist Women attended 
various offerings of this summer's “Mission U” learning 
experience. 

-Eight of us 
(pictured here 
with me) 
traveled to 
Mexico and 
did the actual 
construction 
work, but we 
were all there 
as we helped 
to support, pray for and care for these missionaries. 

There is no way that any one of us should or could 
physically participate in all of these summer special 
ministries. However, as we are one body of Christ, we 
were very much a part of each of these ministries. 
How grateful I am to be a part of this family. We are a 
diverse body, each with different gifts and graces given to 
us to glorify God and help transform our world. What a joy 
to see each member of our body using his/her gifts and 
appreciating immensely the gifts of others. 

Thank you, that together, we bring alive this Bible verse: 
“Now here is what I am trying to say: All of you together 
are the one body of Christ, and each one of you is a 
separate and necessary part of it” (1 Corinthians 12:27). 

Your pastor, Mariellen 
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Maker Fun Factory Vacation Bible School 
Sixty four children and teens spent the five mornings of Vacation Bible School at our church July 17-21. Volunteers of 
all ages prepared the various activities. Teen crew leaders took the children safely from one activity station to another. 

Each day the children saw videos about various unique animals in the world, and documentaries about children who 
had overcome challenges. From a storyteller they learned about Rahab who bravely rescued Joshua’s soldiers, about 
Gideon who defeated an army without raising his sword, and about peacemaker Abigail who soothed David’s anger. 
To the “shout out” for each day’s theme, the children answered “Wow, God!” 
A favorite craft was a robot made from a cardboard tube, which could double as a kaleidoscope. Another favorite was 
a lanyard made of beautiful beads. It was hard to choose which game they liked best. Was it the “sticker” game, where 
no two people had the same stickers in the same configurations on their backs, showing that we are each unique? Or 
was it the “scavenger hunt” for the ingredients used in baking brownies, with each child getting a brownie at the 
game’s end? 

A favorite snack was building strong forts of marshmallows and pretzel sticks, showing how our powerful and loving 
God can build us up to be strong through all our lives. 

Favorite songs were chosen from those they had learned during the week, and were sung by the children on Sunday 
morning during the “Children’s Moment.” 
Our thanks to Barton Wilson and his faithful volunteers who showed up on week nights and weekends to finish the 
clever decorations, cutting and painting and gluing. Mike Nugent was there every night to work. The decorations were 
fabulous! A crowd favorite was the ball-drop game put up on the hallway wall, where kids could throw plastic balls 
into a bowl, and the balls would wind up by chance in the clear plastic channels labeled “J-E-S-U-S.” Sarah and Josh 
Asada and Jim and Brian Beveridge created the game. 

Special thanks, too, to Peggy Joy Dile who coordinated this wonderful week! Storytime 

Ball-drop Game 

"Wow, God !" 

Singing Songs at 
Sunday Service 

Lanyards 

Continue to Collect Box Tops 
For years Almaden Hills UMC has participated in the “Box Tops for Education” program, to support the work of 
McCurdy Ministries in Española, New Mexico, a ministry supported by The United Methodist Church. The 
Campbell's “Labels for Education” program has ended, but the “Box Tops” program is continuing. Please clip the box 
tops that have the “Box Tops for Education” logo and put them in the collection box on top of the water fountain in the 
sanctuary's narthex. Our thanks to Dolores Fagalde who prepares the box tops for mailing, and to Doris Warren who 
packages them up and ships them to New Mexico every year. 

See the McCurdy Ministries website at  http://www.mccurdy.org/give.html 
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Discovering Disciples 
Kindergarten - 5th grade Sunday School Program 
September 3 – 24, 2017 
Theme: Money & Time 

Key Bible Verse: Each one, as a good manager of God's different gifts, must use for the good of others the special gift 
received from God. - 1 Peter 4:10 

As children of God, we are called to practice good stewardship by giving generously of the God-given gifts of our 
talents, our time, and our money. 

Children will have the opportunity to learn that there are many ways to use our talents, time and money to serve God. 
All that we have comes to us as a gift from God. Stewardship is an important part of living as a follower of Jesus. 
Stewardship means being a good manager of all God has given to us. As good stewards, we are to take care of the gifts 
God has given to us and use them to serve others. Talents are the skills and abilities that we have to offer in service to 
God. Giving gifts of our time and talents is worth just as much to the church as giving gifts of money or possessions. 

Getting to Know Our Children 
You've seen our congregation's children on Sunday mornings, ranked along the front row pew, leading us in 
the “Shout Out,” and circling up for “A Time for the Child in Us.” But once they leave the sanctuary, do you 
know where they go? 

In Room 102, Susan Revers leads them for a few minutes of “Children's Church,” which introduces the Bible 
story and includes a song that matches the theme for the month. Then the children travel in a group to that 
day's interest center which continues the monthly theme -- art, crafts, cooking, science, computers, videos, or 
time with the story teller. 
Those who teach at those various stations enjoy the side benefit of getting to know the children at a deeper 
level, and having the children recognize them when they see them at church. The lesson plans are fun and 
lively, and the children are eager participants. 

As always, more volunteer teachers are needed so that no one person has to teach more often than once a 
month, and sometimes less often than that. Also needed are “shepherd” helpers who sit in with the class and 
assist the teacher. We hope you'll want to tell Peggy Joy Dile that you are interested in teaching or helping 
with the kindergarten through 5th graders. 

Mexico Mission Trip Photos 
To access the picture albums of the July Mexico Mission trip, go to web site 

https://buildinghope2017.shutterfly.com/21 
There are several photo albums posted there from individual participants. The web site’s home page (pictured below) 
shows the tents where our Almaden Hills team spent their nights while in Mexico. 
On that web page there is also a link to an entertaining ten-minute time lapse video of the building project. Watch that 
brand new two-room house take shape before your eyes. Click on the “Home” tab near the top-left (see below), then 
look for the label “Team Red - 4 Days in 10 Minutes” with the words “Tom has shared his GoPro stop-motion video” 
under it. 

Mexico	Mission	Trip	

2. Click here to 
watch the time 
lapse video. 

1. Click here 
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Spirituality                                                          Mission Outreach 
	

Rebuilding Together 
You may have seen the Mercury News article about the San Francisco 49ers 
community service project at the Morgan Autism Center in San Jose, which 
provides day care and education for 150 people with autism between the 
ages of 4 and 60. Approximately 80% of their clients are severely affected, 
and non-verbal. The project was co-coordinated by Rebuilding Together 
Silicon Valley (RTSV) where Terry McIntyre is a long-time volunteer. 
RTSV asked Terry to be the task leader for the project, working with both 
the 49ers and other volunteer groups to do pre-workday preparation to 
assure a successful day. Tom Stanton and Clyde Bingham from our church 
were two of the volunteers who helped Terry on June 19 with the 
challenging site preparation work required to build a walking path through 
the abandoned orchard on the Morgan Center's property, and painting prep 
for the structures. Here's a link to more information on the project 
http://mailchi.mp/rebuildingtogethersv/rebuilding-day-honoring-our-
25th-anniversary-895145 

RTSV has received a major grant to perform repair work this October on 
many of the homes that were damaged by the flooding in San Jose this past 
spring, and they currently have a critical need for team leaders to run 
individual projects. If you are interested in helping with this, please contact 
Terry McIntyre. 

Backpack Give-Away or Neighborhood Social? 
Giving backpacks and school supplies to the children and youth who live in the residential area near our church was a 
good-will gesture that thrilled many of the neighborhood families. This was evidenced by many happy faces, and 
many “thank yous” coming from kids as they received their backpacks. 
Each year our church teams with various San Jose city organizations to sponsor a National Night Out for the Hoffman-
Via Monte area that ventures far beyond the physical gifts, however. It provides a community social event, complete 
with games, picnic food, crafts, face painting, balloons, entertainment, informational booths, and cake walks. It 
facilitates family activity, and promotes the image of our church as serving the community and caring enough to share 
our resources. 

As anyone who helped with this August 1st event can 
testify, neighborhood families were constantly 
circulating through our courtyard and parking lot that 
evening, making an exact count of attendees 
impossible. Based on the number of tickets, backpacks, 
and food items given out, an estimated 400 people 
from the neighborhood came, being served by close to 
100 volunteers from our congregation, other churches, 
our Joint Youth Group, and city and civic 
organizations. 

The Outreach Commission would like to thank 
everyone who helped to sponsor and host this event, 
putting the Christian hospitality that we profess into 
practice. 

New “Reconciling” Cards in the Pews 
You will find brand new information cards from the Reconciling Team in our pew racks. You'll recognize them by the 
colorful rainbow across the top and the words, “You Are Welcome Here!” 

Be sure to notice the updated information on the back of the cards. In comparing the January 2013 cards with the 
August 2017 cards, these are the changes as reported by Reconciling Ministries Network (RMN), a national 
organization of churches, campus ministries, local ministries, and individuals -- 

Number of member congregations -- increased from 369 to 591. 
Number of campus ministries -- increased from 41 to 47. 
Number of local ministries (some not affiliated with organized churches) -- increased from 119 to 227 
Number of individuals -- increased from 18,000 to 34,453 
Individuals may register by visiting the RMN website at www.rmnetwork.org 

Terry Clears The Way 
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Adult Education Church Events 
	

New Ideas and Stimulating Conversation 
The Tuesday morning book group invites anyone who 
seeks new ideas and stimulating conversations. We read 
books at a slow pace on a weekly basis and then discuss 
what we have read. We will begin reading our next book 
in September. It was written by Brene Brown, and is 
called Daring Greatly, How the Courage to be 
Vulnerable Transforms the Way We Live, Love, Parent 
and Lead. You may have heard her ideas on a TED Talk. 
Our reading group meets in the Fireside Room at 10:30 
a.m. on Tuesday mornings. We welcome newcomers. For 
further information, contact Sue Baird. 

Wednesday Morning Women 
The Wednesday Morning Women are discussing Anne 
Lamott's newest book, Hallelujah Anyway, Rediscovering 
Mercy. The group has previously read her book on prayer, 
titled Help, Thanks, Wow. Her use of language borders on 
poetry rather than prose. In Hallelujah, she reveals details of 
her difficult childhood and shares her frustration with some of 
the situations going on in the world today. One Bible verse 
which helps her is from Micah, “What doth God require of thee but to do 
justice, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with God?” Doing those 
things would provide a higher purpose for us. Her synonyms for mercy 
include kindness, compassion and forgiveness. The group has selected its next 
book: The Book of Joy: Lasting Happiness in a Changing World, which is a 
conversation with the Dalai Lama and Archbishop Desmond Tutu. Join us at 
7:00 a.m. on Wednesdays in the Fireside Room. 

Yard Sale Success 
Thank you to everyone who brought and bought 
items at the Church Yard Sale. A double thank you 
to those who came Thursday, Friday and/or Saturday 
to sort, price, sell and clean up. We helped the 
church's budget, the budget of those who bought our 
bargains, and the Salvation Army. The deposit on 
Sunday was $2,648.36. Again, THANK YOU! 

Susan Revers and Junetta McKewan 

AHUMC Financial Snapshot 
 July 2017 Year-To-Date	

Actual Budget Variance 
Total Income 

$250,594 $258,773 $(8,179) 
Total Expense 

$252,511 $267,849 $ (15,338) 

Conference Tithe Obligation 
(Apportionments) 

Actual Expected Variance 
$21,072 $25,059 $ (3,987) 

Apportionments are paid in all months 
except January and July 

Choir Practice Camp for 2017-2018 Season 

Hey, Team Choir! We had an awesome season last year, culminating with Camelot, The Concert. And everyone has 
been off doing their solo tours and such... but it's time for the crew to get back together for the new season. 

Hey, Team Choir Fans! Have you ever considered whether you "have the stuff" to be in the Choir? Well, the first 
criteria is simply to show up. If you think you don't have a strong voice, so what, most of us don't; the strength of the 
Choir is in blending our many not-so-strong voices into a single powerful voice. "But I don't read music" you say... 
some in the Choir don't either, and it has not stopped us from performing some really intricate work. But if you have 
the desire and can commit to trying, we would love to have you on the team. 

Practice Night Camp 
Thursday, 14 September 
Almaden Hills UMC 
6:30 p.m. potluck in Fireside room 
7:30 p.m. (to ~9:30) quick-tune and prep for Saturday in Sanctuary  
 
Practice Day Camp 
Saturday, 16 September  
Mountain View Center for the Performing Arts, Rehearsal Hall 
500 Castro Street, Mountain View; parking and studio entrance off Mercy 
Street (see map) 
At 9:00 a.m. doors open for Krispy Kremes and Coffee and Set-Up. 
By 10:00 a.m. we are singing. We break up into sections to alternate 
focused group practice and lunch... lots of great places on Castro Street in 
Mountain View... then back together to practice as a full choir and by 4:00 
p.m. we take care of Choir and facility housekeeping, and by 5:00 p.m. the 
doors close. 

This year the traditional post-retreat dinner will be at one of the many 
restaurants on Castro Street. 
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Fellowship Church News 
	

Save the Date: 2017 Auction -- Saturday, October 7 
Shiver me timbers!! Save the date and share the 
love. The AHUMC auction will be held on 
Saturday, October 7th. The theme will be pirates. 
Raise a toast and share your treasures for this 
important church fundraiser. 

Please email Ted Pierce (meekpierce@gmail.com) with your donations. 
Be sure to include a description, date requested, minimum bid, and 
maximum number of participants. Thank you for your support. 

Variety Book Study Group 
Wednesday, September 20, 
7:30 p.m. in the Fireside Room 
The book for September is The Rosie 
Project by Graeme Simsion. Our 
discussion leader will be Judy 
Chamberlin. Anyone who has read 
the book is invited to the discussion. 

The book for October is A Man 
Called Ove by Fredrik Blackman. 

Auction Echoes -- Exploring Tide Pools 
This summer's Auction tide pool event took place in two parts. On 
Saturday, June 17, Debbie Ow and granddaughter Kara were given a 
private tide pool tour at Half Moon Bay by Byron Henderson and 
his daughter Claire. Debbie loved it, and Kara was enthralled! 
Then on Saturday, July 15, a group of six made it to the tide pools at 
Fitzgerald Reserve north of Half Moon Bay -- Dale and Marilyn 
Crandall, Gary Jones, Cindy Skrivanek and their hosts Byron and 
Marian Henderson. While hauled-out seals limited their total access, 
they were still able to see mussels, limpets, gooseneck barnacles, 
gobies, crabs and a variety of algae, red, green and brown. The 
weather was pleasant and as the fog burned off, the sun lit up the 
many wildflowers in the reserve. The adventure finished with 
breakfast in Half Moon Bay. A wonderful, delicious, and educational 
adventure. 

Pool Party Makes a Splash! 
The July 29th pool party at the Meek Pierce home had everything a guest could want on a summer day -- lots of shade, 
a nice breeze, beautiful surroundings, pleasant people, good food, an excellent barbecue, and a swimming pool of 
warm water heated perfectly by the rooftop solar unit. There was even time for some quick games of ping pong. 
Kimberly, Ted, Allyson, Riley, and Tyler were wonderful hosts, making everyone feel welcome and comfortable. 
Pastor Mariellen visited with each and every guest -- yet another opportunity for her to get to know her new 
congregation. Terry McIntyre had brushed up his guitar skills to play and sing for us, and everyone sang along with 
the more familiar tunes. Other attendees were Jean Pricolo, Ruth Nugent, Mike Nugent, Marie Moore, Ron 
Chen, Zeek Chen, Arlie & Carolyn Hitt, Antoinette McIntyre, Russ & Doris Britschgi, and Bonnie & DeForrest 
Home. 

If you missed this event, you'll have an opportunity at our October Auction to bid on the next Meek Pierce pool party. 
Don't let it get away! You'll love it! 

AHUMC Hikers 
The Hikers of Almaden Hills have completed a few more hikes and are looking for 
more members and new hikes. They usually hike on Friday mornings but are 
considering a Saturday hike now that people are returning to school and work for the 
fall. If you are interested, please contact Linda Cordoba. You can include your 
email and/or phone number to let her know you are interested or have a 
recommendation for a hike. 

Antoinette, Kimberly & Ted 

Russ at the Barbecue 
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Arlie Hitt, Editor - arliehitt@aol.com 
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Deadline for Next Issue: 
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News of Our Church Family 	
	

Long Distance Calling -- News from the Ashbys 
In July, Rev. Dale Ashby (a former Almaden Hills church 
member) was appointed to Asbury United Methodist Church in 
Greenville, New York. Since being ordained, he has served at least 
two churches simultaneously, and for the past four years has been 
serving a four-church parish with another pastor. He says it is nice 
to be serving a single church for the first time in his pastoral career. 
Dale and his wife Laura have moved into their new home and are 
still in the midst of unpacking and settling in. Their son, Philip, has 
been working for a web design company in the town of Oneonta, 
about an hour away. If you'd like to write to the Ashbys, contact 
the church office for their mailing address. 

Words of Faith 
“Let each of you look not only to his own interests, 
but also to the interests of others.” ~ Philippians 2:4 

Sympathy 
Cheryl Herfurth’s mother passed away on July 29 in Idaho. Cards and notes of care 
may be sent to Cheryl Herfurth, 8334 Colombard Court, San Jose CA 95135. 

Long Distance Calling 
Dear Almaden Hills Friends, 

- My late husband Jim Tucker and I 
attended Almaden Hills for 32 years before 
retiring to Fresno in 2006. I remarried in 
November 2016 and have moved to a new 
home with my new husband, John Berry. I 
just wanted to say hello to our old friends 
and keep in touch. I love reading the 
Chimes each month. 

~ Nancy Tucker Berry 

(Contact the church office for Nancy's 
new address.) 

Thanksgiving for New Life 
Kira Effelia St. Cin was born on August 10 to Ashley and Sean St. Cin 
of San Jose. The baby's middle name is in honor of her great-grandmother. 

Eshlemans’ Trip to Montana and Wyoming 
In July, Karen and Bruce Eshleman traveled to Montana and 
Wyoming. Their first stop was a visit to Karen’s childhood 
friend Vicki, in her beautiful cabin-like house in the Bitterroot 
Valley south of Missoula, Montana. In addition to seeing local 
waterfalls, lakes, and stores (shopping!), they took a side trip to 
Glacier National Park, where Bruce was able to treat Karen to a 
drive on the “Going-to-the-Sun” road, which for many years he 
has promised to his “high elevation, long drop off frightened” 
wife. Though it was a hazy day, there were many great sights, 
some of which the driver took a quick glance toward while the 
passenger was watching the road! 

Later, they met up with Bruce’s sisters Barbara (Priou of 
AHUMC fame), Audrey, and brother Greg (and spouses) at a 
rental house along beautiful Hebgen Lake, outside the west 
entrance to Yellowstone National Park. While staying there, the group enjoyed watching a mother moose with her calf, 
and a daily show put on by four foxes living in the bank adjacent to the garage of the rental. They spent a day on the 
lake where Bruce caught a fine rainbow trout, and enjoyed a few nice sunsets. The group took several day trips into 
Yellowstone and one into the Grand Tetons. Favorite sites included the Grand Canyon of the Yellowstone and the 
Grand Prismatic Spring. Along the way, they saw many, many bison, many elk, several deer, one coyote, and one 
grizzly bear, albeit at a safe (and boring!) distance. 


