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March	12,	2017	

Susan	Baird,	SPRC	Chair	
Almaden	Hills	United	Methodist	Church	
1200	Blossom	Hill	Road	
San	Jose,	CA	95118	

Dear	Sisters	and	Brothers	of	Almaden	Hills	UMC,	

Grace	and	peace	to	you	in	the	name	of	our	Lord	Jesus	Christ.	My	thoughts	and	prayers	are	with	you.	It	is	
with	great	joy	that	I	inform	you	that	after	much	prayer	and	consultation,	it	is	Bishop	Minerva	G.	Carcaño’s	
intent	to	appoint	the	Rev.	Mariellen	Yoshino	to	serve	as	your	lead	pastor	effective	July	1,	2017.	Pastor	
Mariellen	is	a	gifted	and	experienced	pastor	who	has	served	for	a	number	of	years.		Pastor	Mariellen	has	
served	this	Annual	Conference	in	both	local	church	settings	and	as	a	district	superintendent.		Pastor	
Mariellen	is	a	gifted	leader	and	preacher	with	rich	experience	in	community	engagement,	pastoral	care,	
administration,	and	is	a	committed	disciple	of	Jesus	Christ.	As	a	visionary	leader,	she	is	uniquely	gifted	to	
lead	Almaden	Hills	UMC	into	an	era	of	vibrant	growth.	Pastor	Jane	and	Pastor	Mariellen	will	work	together	
with	your	lay	leadership	for	a	smooth	and	effective	leadership	transition.	On	behalf	of	our	Bishop,	I	thank	
you	for	the	great	insights	and	prayers	your	Pastor	and	SPRC	have	offered	throughout	this	process	and	I	
anticipate	even	greater	things	from	your	congregation	as	we	journey	onward.	

In	faith	and	hope,	

	
Rev.	Staci	Current	
District	Superintendent	

Words of Faith 
“Be still, and know that I am God.” 
~ Psalm 46:10 
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Discovering Disciples 
Rotational Sunday School program for Kindergarten – 5th Grade 
April 2, 9, 23 & 30 
April 16 – Special Easter Sunday class with games and crafts 
Easter: Go and Tell 
Scripture: Matthew 28:19 “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations.” 
The Easter “Go and Tell” unit uses the Bible story included in Matthew 
28:1-10, 16-20. All four Gospel writers tell the story of Jesus' resurrection. 
Details differ, but all tell the same message: Jesus lives! The resurrected 
Jesus told his disciples to go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them and teaching them to obey all that Jesus commanded. Each of us has 
unique abilities we can use to tell the good news of Jesus. 
Children will explore the following concepts: 

Jesus rose from the dead. 
Through Jesus, God offers new life to people everywhere. 
Jesus expected his followers to continue the work he started. 
What Jesus told his followers applies to Jesus' disciples today. 

2017 South Bay CROP Hunger Walk 
April 23 -- Begins at Hoover Middle School 
Registration at 1 p.m. Walk starts at 1:30 p.m. 
Hunger is one of the greatest injustices facing our 
world, but it doesn’t have to be this way. 

For nearly half a century, CROP Hunger Walks have ensured that more 
people worldwide have access to nutritious, sustainable food sources. From 
combating droughts in Nicaragua to providing agricultural training in 
Indonesia to stocking shelves in hundreds of food pantries across the United 
States, CROP Hunger Walks help end hunger by raising funds to support 
local food programs and the international anti-hunger work of Church World 
Service. 
The name CROP originally stood for “Christian Rural Overseas Program.” 
The project now includes feeding programs in the United States as well, but 
the historic name has been kept. Our CROP Walk will be one of 1300 held 
this year. 

Our walk will be held in San Jose's beautiful Rose Garden neighborhood. 
Some of the money we raise will benefit San Jose's Second Harvest Food 
Bank and Sacred Heart Community Service. Please sign up to walk, or 
sponsor someone from our church who is walking by going to WEB site 
www.crophungerwalk.org/sanjoseca/Team/View/36243 or giving a check 
payable to CWS/CROP to the person you wish to sponsor. 

Let Justice Roll 
The “Let Justice Roll” Lenten 
series is meant to stretch your 
vision and deepen your soul. 
There are two sessions of the 
series remaining. Dinner is 
served at 6:30 p.m. The 
program begins at 7:00 p.m. 

Tuesday, March 28 – 
“The 12 Step Process for 
Unlearning Racism” –  
Rev. Ron Buford of “Racists 
Anonymous” -- at Good 
Samaritan UMC, Cupertino 

Tuesday, April 4 – 
“Unconscious Bias in our 
Criminal Justice System” –
Michael Roosevelt -- at Los 
Gatos UMC, Los Gatos 

Maker Fun Factory 
Vacation Bible School 

Mark your calendar! July 17 - 21 
from 9 a.m. till noon 

A world where curious kids 
become hands-on inventors who 
discover they're lovingly crafted by 
God. 
Teachers and helpers needed! 

Please contact Peggy Joy Dile! 

Our Sewing Day Blitz! 
Lilian Guansing returned to California from 
Wisconsin just in time for our United Methodist 
Women's sewing day on January 14. The 
women made little dresses for Lilian to take to 
the Philippines on her medical mission trip in 
February. Working on the project with Lilian 
were Nancy Abinanti, Carol Horan, Marialice 
Messerly, Allison Nelson, Debbie Ow, 
K Stone, and Doris Warren. Women from 
Campbell UMC had also been sewing, making 
shorts for Lilian to give to the little boys. 

3 Months to Go! Time to Step Forward! 
Please volunteer to sit outside for a couple of hours 
enjoying delightful spring weather, greeting our DOW 
(Dignity on Wheels) guests, and facilitating the process 
of “all means all.” Please go to our AHUMC website 
and click on the link on the home page to volunteer. 
Our guests are so appreciative! 



 

Worship and Church Activity 
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Miss the Sermon? 
Were you teaching Sunday School on 
Sunday? Were you away on a business 
trip or at a family celebration? Whatever 
the reason, if you didn't hear the sermon 
and want to know what you missed, there 
are several options - 

*Get a printed copy from the church 
office, or ask the office manager to mail 
one to you. 

*Hear the sermon on your computer by 
going to the church website at 
www.almadenhillsumc.org and clicking 
on “Pastor’s Message” in the green box. 

*Borrow the CD recording from the 
church office and hear it on your CD 
player. The CD is of the entire worship 
service and includes the announcements, 
Children's Moment, the anthem, and the 
prayer requests. 

Getting to Know the Church 
Those who attended the Newcomers Luncheon in February heard 
several presentations on what our church has to offer. That was a 
lot to remember! Newcomers and longtime members can refresh 
their memories by visiting the church website at 
www.almadenhillsumc.org 
Click on the tabs across the top of the home page. The “ABOUT 
US” tab has links to “Church History,” “Reconciling,” “Church 
Staff,” and “Committees.” The “CHURCH LIFE” tab has 
descriptions of upcoming activities, “Pastor's Message,” and 
“Photo Albums.” The “NEWS” tab has links to the last 12 
months of church newsletters. A link to “THE JOINT YOUTH 
MINISTRY” is at the bottom of the left sidebar. 

Reconciling Sunday 
Our Reconciling Sunday will be April 23rd. Our guest speaker will be Alyss Swanson, a member of Campbell UMC. 
Serving with her will be Sydnie Pence. 
Alyss grew up in a small farming town just outside Chicago, Illinois. She is a self-described Queer, transgender 
woman who previously served for six years in the Navy aboard nuclear submarines and as a Navy diver. She has two 
grown sons ages 27 and 29 and worked in the semiconductor industry as a software and systems engineer for 25 years. 
Alyss has earned a BA in Psychology and is currently in graduate school studying Clinical Psychology and pursuing a 
Masters in Divinity at the Pacific School of Religion in Berkeley. She is also working toward ordination as a Deacon 
in the UMC, and a certificate as a Pastoral Psychotherapist. 
At this time Alyss is employed as a Marriage and Family Therapist-Trainee at Adolescent Counseling Services in 
Redwood City, supporting LGBTQQ youth, ages 13 to 25. 
We hope you will join the Reconciling Commission in welcoming Alyss and Sydnie to our church. 

Bouquet of Service 
In keeping with this year's 
Lenten theme of “Preparing to 
Serve,” the traditional Easter 
flower donations have been 
expanded to include our church 
service projects, as well as 
provide beautiful flowers for our 
Sunday worship services. 

Donation forms are inside the church bulletin and on the counter in 
the church office. Choose “Flower Fund,” “Missions,” or “Outreach” 
as the designation for your donation, and print clearly your name and 
the name of the person in whose honor or memory the donation is 
being made. Put your donation in the offering plate or send it to the 
church office by Palm Sunday, April 9, marking it “Bouquet of 
Service” and indicating where you would like your donation applied. 
Checks should be made payable to AHUMC. The recommended 
donation is a minimum of $10 per designation. Then take a paper 
flower from the poster in the sanctuary's narthex, write on it the name 
of the person or project you are honoring, and add it to our bouquet. 
On Easter Sunday, a list of all of the honorees will be included in a 
bulletin insert. Help our love grow! 

The Trustees Say “Thanks” 
Many thanks to the hardworking volunteers 
who showed up on March 11 to spruce up our 
church grounds. They sanded and painted the 
wooden benches that ring our patio, weeded 
the ivy, pruned some very stubborn junipers, 
fixed an electrical outlet, repaired the lighting 
for our sign on Blossom Hill Road, put up an 
outdoor banner, and hauled away debris. 

AHUMC Financial Snapshot 
 February 2017 Year-To-Date	

Actual Budget Variance 
Total Income 

$ 60,974 $ 70,934 $ (9,960) 
Total Expense 

$ 75,296 $ 76,633 $ (1,337) 
Conference Tithe Obligation (Apportionments) 

Actual Expected Variance 
$ 5,700 $ 6,097 $ (397) 

Apportionments are paid in all months except 
January and July 

Holy Week at AHUMC 
April 9, 10 a.m. -- Palm / Passion Sunday 
April 13, 7 p.m. -- Maundy Thursday service 
April 14, 7 p.m. -- Good Friday service, planned by the Joint 

Youth Ministry 
April 16 -- Easter Sunday 

7:00 a.m. -- Sunrise Service 
7:30 a.m. -- Easter Breakfast 
8:30 a.m. -- Traditional Worship Service 

10:00 a.m. -- Traditional Worship Service (with the children's 
Easter celebration beginning at 10:15 a.m.) 

11:00 a.m. -- Easter Egg Hunt, and the Easter Bunny 



 

Auction Echoes – 
An Evening at Caesar's 
When Terry & Antoinette McIntyre were dating in 
college, their favorite “go to” restaurant was Caesar's in 
San Francisco's North Beach, where they could buy 
dinner for two for only $20, including tax and tip. The 
restaurant closed in August of 2012 after being in 
business for 56 years, and the McIntyres were there for 
one final meal. So for their January 14th Auction dinner 
they chose to re-create Caesar's family-style seven-
course Italian dinner. Their Auction menu included 
Antipasti (cold cuts & pickled vegetables including 
carrots, cauliflower & artichoke hearts), Mixed Green 
Salad (with tomatoes, beets, red onion, & garbanzo 
beans), Minestrone Soup, Pasta (gnocchi in marinara 
sauce), Chicken Piccatta (in butter, wine, lemon, mushrooms & capers, with baked zucchini), Dessert (zabaglione -- 
Italian custard of egg yolks, sugar, and Marsala wine, with raspberries & whipped cream), and Coffee. A bowl of 
Parmesan cheese was at the ready, to top any savory dish. Between the main course and dessert there was an 
opportunity to watch Terry's model trains maneuver through the large, elaborate set he has built in the hobby room. 
Guests were Don & Judy Chamberlin, Bruce & Karen Eshleman, Wayne & Terri Sawdon, Diane Moots, 
and Bonnie Home. 
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Fellowship Church News	

Variety Book Study Group 
Wednesday, April 19, 7:30 p.m. 
In the Fireside Room 
The book for April is The Nightingale 
by Kristin Hannah. Our discussion 
leader is Junetta McKewan. Anyone 
who has read the book is invited to 
the discussion. 
The book for May is Small Great Things by Jodi 
Picoult. 

Our Choirs in Concert 
Tra la, it's May . . . Sunday, May 21st, at 2 p.m. to be exact. That's when our Almaden Hills Handbell Choir and 
Chancel Choir will inspire and entertain you at their annual Spring Concert. The two choirs have been rehearsing a 
selection of challenging pieces to amaze you! 
Do you wonder what the King is doing tonight? Do you enjoy living where it rains only after sunset? If you recognize 
those words, then you're a fan of the musical “Camelot” -- which is the choir's Broadway medley for this year. There 
are so many good songs in this musical that the choir is bound to be singing your favorite. 
This concert is a perfect opportunity to invite relatives, neighbors and friends to our church. Tickets are $15 each, or 
five for $50. 

Auction Echoes - Crazy Bingo 
On March 11, the lucky bidders who purchased the Crazy Bingo event at our October church auction met in the 
Fireside Room for an afternoon of fun and fellowship. The event was hosted by Clyde & Deb Bingham and Bill & 
Marialice Messerly. Snacks provided were fruit and vegetable plates, candy, punch, chips and dips, including the new 
“Buffalo Style Fiery Chicken Breast & Cheese Dip.” 

Clyde & Deb led a variety of bingo variations, including the standard any-5-in-a-row, vertical line, horizontal line, “X” 
pattern, and “cover all.” The first time a participant got a bingo, that winner selected a prize. Eventually all participants 
won a prize. The event ended with the traditional root beer floats. 

Participants were Carol Bish & Steve Wheeler, Mary Blakeslee, Russ & Doris Britschgi, Dale 
Crandall, Leonard & Trilbe Fortunati, Arlie & Carolyn Hitt, Carl Hudson, Dick & Junetta McKewan, Diane 
Moots, Jodi Picard, Jean Pricolo, Sharon Rasmussen & Bill Rhodes, Carol Scott, Paulette Wilkey, 
and Sue & Barton Wilson. 
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News of Our Church Family	

Sympathy 
Peggy Wright, our former Prayer Chain coordinator 
and CARE group participant, passed away on 
February 20. Graveside services have been held in 
Nebraska. Cards and notes of care may be sent to 
Jim Wright, 800 Pescadero Drive, San Jose CA 
95123. 

Italian Dinner Encore 
Antoinette and Terry McIntyre were in Palm 
Desert in February, and invited longtime AHUMC 
friend Howard Cecil to dinner. The McIntyres 
prepared some of the same dishes they had served 
at their January Auction Dinner, copied from the 
Caesar's restaurant menu. Howard is doing well in 
his southern California home, and sends regards to 
everyone. 

Family Album 
If you are a reader of “Real Simple” magazine, you 
may have noticed that Sharon Martin was featured 
in an article in the March issue. 

Thank You 
I am so thankful for and grateful to the membership of our 
church for the many ways you have helped me during the 
healing process of my right shoulder replacement surgery. 
It’s not been easy trying to do things left handed! Because 
of that many of you blessed us with very generous meals. 
Gary extends his thanks also for the meals! Each kind 
phone call, visit, note or card kept each of you near to us 
as we adjusted to the first 6 weeks period of healing. 
Hopefully the sling comes off soon allowing me to be 
more mobile and to drive again! 
Love to all, 
Suzanne Jones 

Mike Nugent – 1st Place 
Final results are in! Mike Nugent pedaled 826 miles in 
South Valley YMCA's stationary bike fundraiser! He 
placed 1st out of 68 contestants! Mike was also in the top 
three for funds raised to support the Y. 

Congratulations, Mike, for a job well done! 

Someplace You May Never Have Been 
Susan Keeney is back from a week's visit in February 
with her daughter Sarah, Sarah's husband, and their two 
young sons who live in Bogotá, Colombia. The couple 
and their children are bilingual, and served as Susan's 
translators. At 8,000 feet, the city is a challenge for 
visitors who may feel a touch of altitude sickness. The 
weather was cool in the mornings, with warm after-
noons. There were high mountains nearby, and beautiful 
lush greenery everywhere. For entertainment Susan and 
her family took a coffee tasting tour of three specialty 
shops. Their guide told them that coffee has been grown 
in Colombia for 200 years, and described how the coffee 
is grown, now on farms run by women as well as by 
men. The tour group was shown how best to prepare the 
coffee, and Susan said that the coffee she tasted was 
fabulous. One etiquette tip she learned while she was in 
Bogotá -- don't slam the door of the taxi cab. All of the 
taxi drivers are very protective of their vehicles! 

The Chimes Editorial Staff 
  

Arlie Hitt, Editor - arliehitt@aol.com 
Bonnie Home, Reporter - bonstance22@yahoo.com 

Deadline for Next Issue: 
April 9 

Upcoming Membership Class 
Whether you want to become a member or just find out 
more about becoming a member, join us for our 
upcoming membership class. The class will meet in 
Room 102 following worship on April 2nd and 9th. If 
you would like more information contact Pastor Jane. 


